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 Investors in Blackstone’s
flagship private-credit fund
asked to redeem 10% of their
shares in the second quarter
and the firm has capped
payouts at 5%, reversing an
earlier no-ceiling policy. B1

 Healthcare and financial
stocks helped lift the Dow
by 1.7% to a record, exceed-
ing the S&P 500’s 0.4% ses-
sion gain, while the Nasdaq
slipped less than 0.1%. B8

 The largest U.S. banks
plan to launch a tokenized
deposit network next year in
an attempt to stave off
threats from crypto compa-
nies that are seeking to wade
deeper into their territory. B1

 Anthropic called for top AI
labs to weigh slowing the
pace of development, noting
that systems advances are
coming so fast that they may
soon be able to improve them-
selves in ways that could pose
significant societal risks. B1

Meta Platforms has de-
layed plans to release its
newest AI model to develop-
ers multiple times and until
this week didn’t have a
planned date to let it go. B1

 Short seller Andrew Left’s
conviction on securities-
fraud charges shocked a
niche of the stock market
whose calling card is its abil-
ity to affect stock prices. A1

 Lex Greensill, the financier
whose eponymous lending
firm collapsed in 2021, was
banned by U.K. regulators from
serving on company boards. B8

 Nick Bilton, the new exec-
utive producer of “60 Min-
utes,” attempted to ease the
tension after a chaotic week
for the CBS program, naming
a new senior producer. B2
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China Clamps Down on Tiananmen Anniversary

CONTAINMENT POLICY: Police escort activist Lui Yuk-lin as she prays in Hong Kong on the 37th anniversary of the crackdown
on pro-democracy protests in Beijing. Police in the capital told families not to visit graves of those killed in the 1989 protests.
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Scientists Are Taking Improv
So People Will Trust Them More

i i i

What does it look like when physicists and
engineers do comedy? We sat in on a class.

BY PETER LOFTUS
Many of the loudest voices

on Wall Street belong to in-
vestors who talk their own
books. An unexpected trial
verdict could keep many of
them quiet.
Short seller Andrew Left’s

conviction this week on secu-
rities-fraud charges has
shocked an influential niche of
the stock market whose call-
ing card is its ability to affect
stock prices.
Activist short sellers re-

lease reports on companies
that they say are overvalued
or hiding information from
shareholders, then cash in on
the selloffs their ideas some-
times induce.
But federal prosecutors ar-

gued that Left corrupted the

WASHINGTON—The Food
and Drug Administration has
launched a safety study of the
abortion pill, also known as
mifepristone, a step that could
pave the way for the Trump
administration to restrict how
it is distributed and used.
The study marks a victory

for antiabortion groups and
Republican members of Con-
gress, who have demanded ac-
tion from the administration
to crack down on the pill’s
use. In recent months, anti-
abortion allies had lost pa-
tience with assurances from
administration officials that
one would be conducted.
The effort is expected to

take about six months, admin-

istration officials said, mean-
ing it likely won’t be completed
before the midterm elections.
Some in the antiabortion
movement had previously ac-
cused the administration of
dragging its feet on the review
to avoid political controversy
before the elections, an allega-
tion that both the White House
and FDA have denied.
Some of the administration

officials said the agency had
been making preparations by
acquiring data and examining
whether a study was feasible.
They said the administration
had kicked the study into high
gear because of conversations
with antiabortion groups and
a coming October deadline, set
by a Louisiana judge this
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MANSION
After a pandemic boom,
sellers are slashing
prices on country

homes in England.M1

SPORTS
Jalen Brunson

helps deliver comeback
for the New York
Knicks. A10

BY ANNAMARIA ANDRIOTIS

Lenders
Tighten
Standards
In Private
Credit
Under pressure from
investors, firms are
increasing costs and
curbing sweeteners

ALBANY, N.Y.—Neuroscien-
tist Annalisa Scimemi is in her
element at her laboratory,
where she works with mice
and sophisticated instruments
to better understand brain
cells.
So she was well

outside of her com-
fort zone on this
May afternoon when
she had to improvise a
pitch for a made-up,
nonsensical product
called a “hammer
humidifier.” It was part of an
improv exercise aimed at
helping scientists amp up
their presentations.

“It’s the top-rated humidi-
fier in Arizona!” Scimemi ex-
claimed as she leapt forward,
earning a big laugh from a
classroom full of colleagues.
“And it can be used for self-
defense!”
Trust in science has plum-
meted. Can improv turn

the tide?
Scimemi is one

of more than
35,000 scientists
and researchers
who have taken
classes led by pro-
fessional actors to

help them earn their audi-
ences’ trust and understand-
ing.
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Theater nerds

Apple Hopes for AI Dominance
By Fixing Its Maligned Chatbot
If iPhonemaker can
modernize Siri, it has
pole position for
taking lead in market

COLUMBUS, Ohio—The
statue wars that swept away
monuments six years ago
are back. This time, the bat-
tle is to restore them.
Traditionalists are suing

and lobbying local govern-
ments to resurrect memori-
als to Confederate generals,
Founding Fathers and Euro-
pean explorers. Many of the
statues disappeared from
town squares and other pub-
lic places during the pan-
demic-era protests against
police violence and racism

following George Floyd’s
murder in 2020.
Ohio’s capital, named for

Christopher Columbus, took
down a 22-foot-high, 3-ton
statue of its namesake from
City Hall that year. Officials
declared the gift from sister
city Genoa, Italy, had come
to represent “patriarchy, op-
pression and divisiveness.”
“We will no longer live in

the shadow of our ugly
past,” Mayor Andrew
Ginther, a Democrat, said at
the time. Columbus’s detrac-
tors tie the Italian explorer
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BY CAMERONMCWHIRTER

Canceled Statues
Stage a Comeback
Columbus, Confederate monuments
relegated to storage get another look

TOMORROW

business model by scheming
to trade quickly around his
statements on social media,
where he had a huge follow-
ing. He misled others by start-
ing to exit a trade minutes or
hours after saying he was bet-
ting against a stock, in effect
doing the opposite of what
others expected him to do,
prosecutors said.
They didn’t stop there.

Prosecutors also persuaded a
jury to convict Left on charges
related to long positions in
stocks including Nvidia that
he said others should buy but
then quickly exited after the
stocks’ prices rose.
Wall Street is now wonder-

ing how much short sellers—
and even the much larger
group of investors who tout
stocks as good buys—can say

PleaseturntopageA2

BY DAVEMICHAELS
AND PETER RUDEGEAIR

Short-Seller Conviction
Sparks Investor Alarm

FDA Plans to Assess
Abortion-Pill Safety

Siri is one of the dumbest
chatbots on the market. Apple
hopes a reboot can power its
AI comeback.
When Apple stages its an-

nual developer conference
next week, the big reveal is
expected to be a modern ver-
sion of Siri that will look more
like ChatGPT. Gone will be the

old version, which has been so
limited for so long that many
people, if they ever use it, do
so only for basic functions like
setting timers.
The new Siri, built atop

Google’s Gemini technology, is
expected to offer a more mod-
ern search experience, remem-
bering users’ queries and ac-
cessing data from their device
for personalized responses. A
new stand-alone Siri app with
a paid tier, similar to compet-
ing artificial intelligence apps,
is also expected.
The question is whether the

new Siri, and other operating
system updates, set Apple on

a path to bring generative AI
to the masses, harnessing the
company’s formidable assets
that, paradoxically, give it pole
position to dominate the mar-
ket even though it is years be-
hind rivals.
“I think Apple is going to

win on AI,” said Ron Johnson,
Apple’s former retail chief un-
der Steve Jobs. “The phone is
the primary device on which
people will use AI. And Apple
is partnering with the right
people to bring a unique AI
experience to the phone.”
Tim Cook leveraged Apple’s

dominance in devices to make
his company a tollbooth: tens

of billions of dollars in annual
fees from apps so they can
reach consumers, and a like
amount from Alphabet’s
Google to be the default
search in the Safari browser. A
smarter Siri could collect new
tolls at the on-ramp to AI.
Today most consumers

have only experienced AI as a
more sophisticated online
search. But the explosion of
Anthropic’s business, powered

PleaseturntopageA2

INSIDE

 U.S. discusses taking
stakes in AI companies... A3

Meta keeps delaying
newest AI model................ B1

The era of anything goes in
private-credit underwriting is
coming to an end.
Private-credit firms are

tightening their lending stan-
dards, increasing interest rates
and other fees they charge on
new loans, restraining how
much debt they give borrow-
ers and closing loopholes that
allow financing to be taken out
against borrowers’ assets.
Executives and lawyers said

standards began shifting
around March and have inten-
sified since then. Fund manag-
ers said they are seeing more
risk of loan losses in the mar-
ket. They are also dealing with
the repercussions of increased
scrutiny from their investors,
which has reduced the amount
of money private-credit firms
have to put to work.
For months, individual inves-

tors have worried about poten-
tial risks in the underlying loans
made by private credit and re-
sponded by pulling billions of
dollars out of private-credit
funds. Executives in the indus-
try have said that is an overre-
action, and they are moving to
share more information and
calm the jitters. But a Black-
stone fund, the biggest of the
group, reported on Thursday
that investors were continuing
to ask for their money back.
The tighter standards are a

sharp reversal from recent
PleaseturntopageA6

 Blackstone investors pull
back from fund................... B1
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 The FDA launched a
safety study of the abortion
pill, also known as mifepris-
tone, a step that could even-
tually lead the Trump ad-
ministration to restrict how
it is distributed and used. A1

 Republican senators facing
tough re-election fights sided
with Democrats in a vote to
kill Trump’s $1.8 billion “anti-
weaponization” fund, but the
effort to write its death into
law appeared set to fail. A4
 The Justice Department
signaled a willingness to find
a route to pay allies of the
president who claim the
government targeted them
for political reasons. A4

 Trump said he plans to
nominate as attorney gen-
eral Todd Blanche, who as
acting AG has refocused the
Justice Department to bene-
fit the president’s allies and
target his critics. A4

 John Bolton, who served as
Trump’s national security ad-
viser in his first term, reached a
deal with prosecutors to plead
guilty to unlawfully retaining
classified information. A3

 Senior U.S. officials have
discussed having the federal
government take stakes in
major AI companies, after
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman
pitched the idea last year. A3

 Israel and Hezbollah mili-
tants exchanged fire Thursday
and cast doubt on the extent of
their participation in a renewed
ceasefire agreement. A6

 Ukraine’s Zelensky called
for face-to-face negotiations
in a public letter addressed
directly to Russia’s Putin. A16

 Died: Marjane Satrapi, 56,
cartoonist and filmmaker. A16
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NCAA searches for
solutions in Senate

Coach, player and others on Hill
weigh in on bill meant to fix what
senator calls “chaos.” In Sports

Elevate your home
with expert advice

Interior designers offer tips on
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guest rooms. In Weekend Extra

He-Man actor: Role
is more than brawn

Nicholas Galitzine says embracing
character’s empathy as well as
strength was necessary. In Life
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O
livia Sablan would do anything for her 3-year-old

golden retriever, Lemon, including cutting other

parts of her budget. h “She’s my whole world,”
says Sablan, 27, a postdoctoral student in Seattle

studying atmospheric science. Sablan rescued and adopted

Lemon when the pup was 10 months old. h But pets aren’t
cheap: Pet ownership is increasingly becoming more

expensive, a new Bank of America Institute analysis finds. h
As costs, including veterinary care, go up, there has been a

pullback on pet adoption rates and pet ownership, whichmay

signal that affordability is playing a larger role among animal

lovers, the Bank of America Institute said.

The U.S. pet market is still
steadily growing, though at a
slower pace, with 95 million
households – around 71% of
Americans – owning a pet. Spend-
ing for pets hit $158billion in 2025,
according to the National Pet
Owners Survey by the American
Pet Products Association, cited in
the Bank of America analysis.
Dog ownership is ahead of

other pets at 68%, according to a
survey from CivicScience. Cats
were the second-most popular pet
at 46%, while ownership of fish,
birds and small mammals was

less common.
“Pet ownership is strong, but as

is the case formany other facets of
people’s budgets, the cost of car-
ing for pets is rising,” Taylor Bow-
ley, a Bank of America Institute
economist, told USA TODAY.
Affordability constraints are

increasingly shaping whether
consumers are adding a pet to
their household or how they shop
for that pet, Bowley says.
Bank of America global re-

search found that pet adoptions

We still love animals, but owners
are forced to make tough choices

Olivia Sablan, of Seattle, says she would cut back on other costs, if
needed, to care for her golden retriever, Lemon. Sablan currently
spends about $119 a month on Lemon’s care. PROVIDED BY OLIVIA SABLAN

Surging costs
bite into pet
adoptions
Betty Lin-Fisher USA TODAY

See PET COSTS, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – The White House
is all prepped for Donald Trump’s big
night, when 5,000 guests are set to at-
tend a UFC cage fight in a makeshift
arena that has made the South Lawn
look much like a theme park.
But the president might have to ig-

nore recent events to enjoy the June 14
celebration, which happens to fall on
his 80th birthday.
A series of setbacks with Republi-

cans in Congress, the courts and
drawn-out negotiations with Iran –
plus a rare loss for a candidate he
backed in a Republican primary – has
plagued a president who was already
struggling in polls five months from
the November midterm elections.

Senate Republicans stripped $1 bil-
lion out of a funding bill the White
House sought to boost security for
Trump’s EastWing ballroom. Amid in-
tense bipartisan pushback, the Trump
administration retreated from a
$1.8 billion “anti-weaponization” fund
that could be used to funnel payments
to political allies, including Jan. 6 riot-
ers. A federal judge ordered the remov-
al of Trump’s name from the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts while
also blocking his plans to temporarily
close an iconic institution he wanted
to remodel to his liking.
And on the foreign policy front,

Trump keeps teasing he’s close to
striking a deal with Iran that would
end a war that has fueled high gas
prices – only to have peace talks stall.
In a rebuke of Trump, the House of
Representatives for the first time
voted June 3 to block Trump from
ordering further strikes on Iran as four
Republicans joined Democrats, ad-
vancing the measure to the Senate.
“They involve self-inflictedwounds

on the president’s part,” said Todd
Belt, director of the political manage-
ment program at George Washington
University, calling the conflict in Iran a
“warof choice.”Headded that theanti-
weaponization fund and public dollars
tied to the ballroom were “bridges too
far” for Republican senators in self-
survivalmode as they look tomaintain
control of the Senate.
“They don’t like to have to defend

him on things they feel are not partic-
ularly defensible, like this one,” Belt
said, referring to the $1.8 billion fund
was designed to compensate Trump’s
supporters who claimed they were
treated unfairly by Democratic ad-
ministrations. “He’s gone too far and
made mistakes.”

Trump
suffers
series of
setbacks
Bad news comes ahead
of June 14 celebrations

Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

See SETBACKS, Page 4A

Domestic policy disappointments
and stalling negotiations with Iran
have beset President Donald Trump.
KEVIN DIETSCH/GETTY IMAGES

To go or not to go?
June 2026 marks 82 years since

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s chiefme-
teorologist, Group Capt. James Martin
Stagg,made one of themost important
weather forecasts of all time. Defying
his colleagues, he advised Ike to post-
pone the invasion of Normandy by one
day from June 5, 1944, to June 6, be-
cause of uncertainweather conditions.
This important decision is the sub-

ject of the new movie “Pressure” star-
ring Brendan Fraser as Ike, now out in
theaters. The real-life D-Day was a
herculean effort to reclaim a critical
part of Europe from theNazis and turn
the tide of World War II.
Stagg −whowas actually a geophys-

icist by training − and his fellow British
and American meteorologists were op-
erating without any of the technology
and equipment that today’s forecasters
take for granted, such as satellites,
weather radar, computer modeling and
instant communications.
Relying mainly on surface observa-

tions frommilitary and civilianweath-
er observers in the British Isles and in
western Europe and a fewmilitary ob-
servers at sea, predicting the weather
more than a day or two in advance in
that era was unrealistic.
Additionally, weather prediction in

England and Europe − especially be-
fore the advent of satellites − was
much trickier than forecasting in the
United States. In America, even in that
era, weather systems could be tracked
for days after hitting the West Coast
andmoving east,while European fore-
casters were often operating “blind”
with the empty ocean to the west.
Predicting the exact timing, track

and strength of these storms put
Group Capt. Stagg and his colleagues
under almost unimaginable pressure
and conflict, according to the book
“The Forecast for D-Day,”with the fate
of the war and perhaps the world
hanging in the balance.
What troubled the meteorologists in

the days leading up to D-Day was a pa-
rade of storms that barreled across the
Atlantic and into the British Isles, any
one of which would have stirred up the
dangerous waters of the English Chan-
nel where the fleet was gathering, and
provided unwelcome cloud cover for
the aerial assault of Normandy.
The invasion was originally

U.S. troops land on Utah Beach as
Allied forces storm the Normandy
beaches on D-Day, June 6, 1944.
IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM VIA AFP/GETTY IMAGES

How crucial
was weather
to success
of D-Day?
Fate of war – and world –
hinged on one forecast

Doyle Rice
USA TODAY

See D-DAY, Page 4A
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The departure of more than 10,000
federal lawyers has left some agencies
without enough staff, and has boosted
the ranks of advocacy groups. PAGE A10

NATIONAL A10-17

Government Lawyers Quit
Hezbollah’s fiber-optic drone onslaught
has exposed cracks in Israeli defenses,
forcing political and military leaders to
scramble for solutions. PAGE A8

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

Drones Blindside Israel
Few are as delighted by the pending
market debut as the vibrant community
of space enthusiasts who want to push
discovery of the final frontier. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-5

Inspired by SpaceX’s I.P.O.
A mural depicting a New York-centric
view of Lewis Carroll’s tale fell into
disrepair. Now it’s restored, and resi-
dents can soon view it again. PAGE C1

WEEKEND ARTS C1-10

Alice’s Return to New York Jen Easterly PAGE A18

OPINION A18-19

LOS ANGELES — Elon Musk,
the chief executive of SpaceX, has
dined with President Trump at the
White House, lost a flashy trial
where he testified against his rival
Sam Altman and accompanied
Mr. Trump to China for a major
diplomatic summit.

Gwynne Shotwell, SpaceX’s
president and chief operating offi-
cer, has had a different itinerary
over the last six months. She
spoke at a telecom trade show in
Barcelona, Spain, to boost
SpaceX’s satellite internet serv-
ice, Starlink; mingled with poli-
ticians in India, a potentially large
market for the company; and ap-
peared with tech executives at the
White House to pledge that their
data centers would not increase
energy prices for Americans.

For 24 years, Ms. Shotwell has
played the adult-in-the-room foil
to Mr. Musk at SpaceX. While he
was advising Mr. Trump and run-
ning his other companies, such as
the electric carmaker Tesla, she
was focused on developing 

Behind Scenes,
SpaceX’s No. 2
Is Foil to Musk

By RYAN MAC

Continued on Page A11

WASHINGTON — John R.
Bolton, a national security adviser
to President Trump in his first
term, has reached a tentative deal
with prosecutors to plead guilty to
mishandling classified informa-
tion when he compiled notes for a
book that was harshly critical of
the president, according to two
people familiar with the matter.

A notice in Maryland federal
court, where Mr. Bolton was in-
dicted last year, indicates he is
now scheduled for a re-arraign-
ment — a hearing that can signal a
planned guilty plea. The hearing
is set for June 26.

Under the terms of the plea
deal, which still requires approval
from a judge, Mr. Bolton plans to
plead guilty to a single count of il-
legal retention of classified infor-
mation and pay a fine, facing any-
where from no prison time to five
years of incarceration when he is
sentenced, according to the peo-
ple familiar with the negotiations,
who spoke on condition of ano-

Bolton to Plead 
To Mishandling

Classifi�ed Files

By DEVLIN BARRETT
and MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT

Continued on Page A14

Scientists have made a discov-
ery that may help prevent some
people from developing lung can-
cer, which kills more people
worldwide than any other cancer.

A team of more than 80 re-
searchers working across four
continents have identified a set of
proteins in the blood that accu-
rately predict lung cancers more
than five years before diagnosis.
The scientists also found early ev-
idence that an existing anti-in-
flammatory drug could signifi-
cantly reduce lung cancer risk in
people with elevated concentra-
tions of these proteins, which they
linked to inflammation.

More research is needed before
a test based on these proteins
could be ready for use in patients.
And scientists would still need to
run a randomized trial to deter-
mine whether the drug prevents
lung cancers. Still, outside experts
said the findings, which were pub-
lished on Thursday in the journal
Cell, offer a promising starting
point toward a long-held public
health goal.

“Preventing lung cancer has
been a missing holy grail for a
very, very long time,” said Dr.
Douglas Arenberg, a professor of
medicine at the University of
Michigan who was not involved in
the study. The authors may have
identified a biological marker that
“not only predicts risk but also
predicts the probability of benefit 

Study Suggests
Path to Prevent

Lung Cancer 

By NINA AGRAWAL

Continued on Page A9

The Sisters stood inside the tun-
nel, waiting for the San Antonio
Spurs players to emerge from the
locker room. They looked up in
awe as the 7-foot-4 Spurs super-
star Victor Wembanyama began
to walk toward them.

It was a crucial playoff game
last week against the Oklahoma
City Thunder, and yet Wem-
banyama didn’t rush out to go

warm up. He walked slowly to-
ward the women, the Salesian Sis-
ters of St. John Bosco, West Prov-
ince, known formally as the Insti-
tute of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians.

Wembanyama didn’t give a
quick wave or nod, or shout a kind

word or two as he passed through
the tunnel. Instead, he took his
time to shake hands with all nine
Sisters, pausing and cupping his
large hands over theirs, a beat
longer than any of them expected.

“In a way, he was saying,
‘Thank you,’” Sister Bernadette 

Spike Who? San Antonio Has Its Own Faithful.

CUMANÁ, Venezuela — Drink-
ing water in Cumaná is running
extremely low. Daily blackouts
plague the city. Wind howls
through the looted remains of its
once illustrious university. Scav-
engers sift through garbage
dumps for scraps of food.

Much of Cumaná, a city in east-
ern Venezuela once a crown jewel
of the country’s industrial base,
has the air of a battle-scarred war
zone.

This coastal city is a starkly dif-
ferent world from Caracas, the
capital, which is on the cusp of an
upswing that is largely insulated
from the decay across much of
Venezuela.

Since U.S. forces ousted and
captured President Nicolás Ma-
duro in January, oilmen and
crypto tycoons have been rushing
to Caracas to explore deals.

Cumaná tells a very different
story — that of the gutted econ-
omy in the rest of the country that
might take generations to rebuild.

In May, I drove across eastern
Venezuela, a dawn-to-dusk trip
through more than 20 military and
police checkpoints, to see living
conditions outside the capital
firsthand.

“You know those missile strikes

in Ukraine they’re always talking
about?” said José Luis Sánchez,
56, the president of Cumaná’s As-
sociation of Economists, a busi-
ness group. With a hint of gallows
humor, he added, “Sometimes we
say our city looks like Kyiv.”

It was not bombing that laid
waste to much of Cumaná. In-
stead, one-party rule, disastrous
economic management and ideo-
logical vengeance campaigns are
to blame, say those now openly
expressing dissent in the city of 

Once a Jewel of Venezuelan Industry, Now a Broken-Down Shell
By SIMON ROMERO

WASHINGTON — On a tour
through Asia last fall, President
Trump took a moment on the
world stage to celebrate a legis-
lative victory at home: After
months of iron-fisted pressure,
he had compelled Republicans to
pass legislation that cut taxes
and slashed into the country’s
social safety net.

“I said, ‘Put it all into one bill,
and if we get it done, we’re done
for four years,’” Mr. Trump said
during an October speech in
Tokyo. “We don’t need anything
more from Congress in terms of
that.”

Ever since, Mr. Trump has
been intent on testing that the-
ory, daring lawmakers to defy
him and doing his best to drive
them from office if they do. But
after a retributive romp through
primary season, Mr. Trump’s
style of governing — unilateral,
and often impatient — has col-
lided with restive Republicans
who seem to be exacting some
political vengeance of their own.

On Wednesday, four House
Republicans sided with Demo-
crats to demand Mr. Trump
withdraw U.S. forces from the
conflict with Iran or win approval
from Congress, rebuking a presi-
dent who has repeatedly said he
does not need congressional
authorization to continue the
conflict.

That came on the heels of
another high-profile setback: a
Republican revolt against a $1.8
billion fund to reward Trump
supporters who claim political
persecution by Democrats. Many
Republican senators had indi-
cated that they would not move
forward with plans to pay for Mr.
Trump’s immigration agenda
unless the move was axed. This
week, Todd Blanche, the acting
attorney general, said that the
administration would abandon
the effort.

(But on Wednesday, just as the
Senate moved to debate an immi-
gration bill that they had held up
because of the fund, Mr. Trump
told reporters in the Oval Office

that he wasn’t quite sure if the
fund was dead or on hold.

“I love it,” he told a reporter
who asked about the pot of
money, effectively jamming his
foot in the way of a door lawmak-
ers had hoped to close. “I think
it’s so important.”)

On other matters of national
security, several Republicans
pushed back on Mr. Trump’s
decision to appoint Bill Pulte to
serve as the acting director of
national intelligence. In his role
as director of the Federal Hous-
ing Finance Agency, Mr. Pulte
publicized the personal mortgage
information of several prominent
Trump critics and pushed for
federal investigations into them.

Senator Thom Tillis of North
Carolina said in a CNBC inter-

view on Wednesday that he did
not believe Mr. Pulte “has a
prayer” of being confirmed by
the Senate. (Mr. Tillis announced
that he would not run for re-
election last year, after coming
under threat from Mr. Trump for
opposing the sweeping tax bill
the president crowed about in
Japan.)

He said that Mr. Trump’s deci-
sion to appoint Mr. Pulte had
jeopardized congressional efforts
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President Trump’s unilateral
approach has raised hackles.
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Children in Cumaná, Venezuela, with containers after filling them at a stream. Access to drinking water is severely limited in the city.
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THE NOVA KNICKS A brotherhood
that was forged in college is pay-
ing off at the pro level. PAGE B6
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Today, hot, mostly sunny, high 92.
Tonight, warm, clear to partly
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The State Bar of Califor-
niahaschargedthepartners
of Downtown LA Law
Group, a law firmat the cen-
ter of a scandal thathas con-
sumedLosAngelesCounty’s
$4-billion sex abuse settle-
ment,withsigningupclients
in states where they had no
license topractice.

The bar charged Farid
Yaghoubtil andDanielAzizi,
two foundingpartners of the
personal injury firm, and
Igor Fradkin, a litigation at-
torney, on Monday with
signing up accident victims
across the U.S., despite hav-
ing no attorneys who could
litigate the cases outside
California. The firm took on
clients in Texas, Florida,
Maryland, Arizona, Iowa,
Michigan, Tennessee and
Virginia, according to the
complaint.

Downtown LA Law
Group, or DTLA, said in a
statement that the cases
highlighted by the bar “are
multi-jurisdiction with Cali-
forniadefendants.”

“DTLA is confident they
will be able to resolve the
matter to the satisfaction of
both the State Bar and our
law firm,” the firmsaid.

Yaghoubtil faces 16
counts, including practicing
lawwithout a license, charg-
ing illegal fees, and continu-
ing to represent a client who
had fired the firm. Azizi
faces 11 counts and Fradkin
faces four.

“The public depends on
attorneys to follow the law
and to be transparent about
where theyareauthorizedto
practice,” said George Car-
dona, the State Bar’s chief

State Bar
charges
DTLA
attorneys
Lawyers accused of
finding clients outside
California where they
were not licensed.

By Rebecca Ellis

[SeeDTLA,A8]

After the 2022 Los Ange-
les mayoral primary, devel-
oper Rick Caruso looked to
have a surprising, and siz-
able, lead over then-U.S.
Rep.KarenBass.

The morning after the
polls closed, Caruso was
ahead by 5 percentage
points—42%toBass’ 37%—
and the former Republican
called the early results “a
victory story.”

But that lead did not last
as the vote count continued.
By the time all votes were
tabulated two weeks after
election day, Bass had come
out on top, with 43% of the
vote compared with Ca-
ruso’s 36%.

Welcome to the post-

election vote-count slog in
California, where tight races
are often impossible to call
even when the initial results
seemclear-cut.

TheCaliforniagovernor’s
race still has not been called
even though Republican
Steve Hilton has been the
top voter-getter and Demo-
crat Xavier Becerra has
been in second place since
election night. The same is
true in the battle over who
will face Bass in themayoral
election: reality TV person-
ality Spencer Pratt, who is
now in second place, or L.A.
City Councilmember Nithya
Raman,whois inthirdplace.

At this point in the vote
tally, “everybody has an

Slow count leaves
room for surprises
Many mail ballots are
untallied. Final results
in some previous
races have swung left.

By Grace Toohey
and Hannah Fry

[SeeTallies, A8]

After the Eaton and Pali-
sades fires devastated
Southern California, a
highly toxic metal stayed in
the air much longer and
probably traveledmuch far-
ther than expected, accord-
ing to anewstudy.

More than two months
after the Eaton and Pali-
sades fires were extin-
guished, researchers from
UCLA and UC Davis de-
tected elevated levels of
hexavalent chromium — a
potent carcinogen — in the
burn areas, the paper in the
journalNatureCommunica-

tions Earth & Environment
says. The chrome was in
ultrafine particles, more
than 1,000 times smaller
than width of a human hair,
meaning it can more easily
travel into the lungs, blood-
stream and even cross cell
membranes.

“When it’s in this
nanoparticle form, it basi-
cally invades the barrier of
our lungs, going into our
blood and gets into our cir-
culation,” said Michael Jer-
rett, environmental health
professor at the UCLA
Fielding School of Public
Health. “That raises the
specter that you’ve got a lot

A toxic metal stayed in air long after 2 wildfires

JENNA ZWEIG, center, and her parents scour the
ruins of their Pacific Palisades home early last year.

GenaroMolina Los Angeles Times

By Tony Briscoe

[SeeToxic,A8]

Blanche likely to
face challenges
President wants to
make acting attorney
general’s leadership of
the Justice Department
long-term. NATION, A5

Weather
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Oakland to get
coal terminal
Trump administration
argues that energy is
an issue of national
security. NATION, A6

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

LANDMARKS IN DANCE

Carlin Stiehl For The Times

L.A. Dance Project is performing free public
shows at notable sites this month. Dancers,
above, rehearse at LACMA. ENTERTAINMENT, E1

WASHINGTON—Abat-
tle unfolded in theSenateon
Thursday over the Trump
administration’s controver-
sial $1.8-billion payout fund
forpeoplewhoclaimthegov-
ernment wronged them, as
Democrats and some Re-
publicans sought to block
the fund but fell short after
they rejected each other’s
proposals.

Theepisodeunderscored
howPresidentTrump’s plan
for the fund—widely seenas
a way to pay his political al-
lies, including those who
participated in the Jan. 6,
2021, attackon theCapitol—

has created divisions within
the Republican Party. But it
also revealed apparent lim-
its on how far Republicans
who are frustrated with
Trump are willing to go in
opposinghim.

Republicans narrowly
voted down a Democratic
amendment to ban the pay-
out fund. Democrats then
killedaRepublicanproposal
to prohibit the use of federal
money for the fund but in-
steaddirect$1.7billion to the
Justice Department’s fraud
division.

Thursday’s drama in the
Senate was underpinned by
midterm politics, as Repub-
lican senators who are not
up for reelection played key
roles in the discussion and
otherswhowill face voters in
November weighed whether
to stay in line with the presi-
dent or oppose his fund,
which is unpopularwith vot-
ers.

The dueling amend-
ments were attached to the
reconciliation bill that
would fund Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
and the Border Patrol, a
high priority for Republi-
cans.Theywereproposedby
Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.)
and Sen. Thom Tillis (R-
N.C.).

Schumer framedthevote
as a choice for Republicans:
“Do you support Donald
Trump’s$2-billiontaxpayer-
funded slush fund, or do
you want to protect the
American people and their
paychecks?” he said on
the Senate floor before the
vote.

The episode was the sec-
ond effort in Congress to re-
bukeTrump in twodays, fol-
lowing the successful House
vote Wednesday to rein in
Trump’s war powers in Iran,

Senate rejects an initial attempt
to ban Trump’s $1.8-billion fund
Congress’ second
recent effort to rebuke
the president shows
fractures within GOP.

By Justine McDaniel

[SeeVote,A7]

To the surprise of few,
President Trump has once
again claimed without
evidence that Democrats
are somehow cheating to
win California’s primary
elections—writing on social
media late Wednesday that
federal prosecutors in Los
Angeles are investigating
thematter.

“The Dumocrats are at it
again! They are trying to
STEAL THE GOVERNOR
OF CALIFORNIA PRI-
MARY, AND THE MAYOR
OF LOS ANGELES, PRI-
MARY, AWAY FROM TWO
GREAT REPUBLICAN
CANDIDATES. Here we go
with the very late and mas-
sive numbers of MAIL IN
BALLOTS,” Trump posted
tohis socialmediawebsite.

“There’sBIGcheating by
theDumocrats inCalifornia.
Votesareall tiedup.Maynot
be in for weeks. Under inves-
tigation by the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office in Los Angeles,”
he wrote in a second post.

“Why the vote counting DE-
LAY???”

A spokesperson for the
U.S. attorney’s office in Los
Angeles — run by Trump
loyalist First Assistant U.S.
Atty. Bill Essayli — declined
to comment Thursday
morning on Trump’s claims
of an investigation.

The White House de-
clined to say what Trump
was basing his cheating
claims on, if anything, or
provide details about the in-
quiry. Trump also provided
no proof when he doubled
down on his claims at a
Thursday event in the Oval
Office, where he alleged that
California Democrats had
“found a lot of mail-in bal-
lots” the night prior and
were “rigging the election”
with them.

California Secretary of
State Shirley Weber de-
fended the state’s election
process in a statement, say-
ing “accuracy comes before
speed” when counting mil-
lionsofballots inthenation’s
mostpopulous state.

“Taking the time to do
this work correctly protects
voters’ rights and ensures
the integrity of our elec-
tions,” Weber said. “Califor-
niahasbuilt a strong system
that expands access, em-

ADDITIONAL vote counts have narrowed GOP gubernatorial candidate Steve Hilton’s lead over Democrats.
Caroline Brehman Bloomberg

Trump, without
proof, says state
vote was rigged
Newsom and other
officials rebuff the
assertion; president
says probe underway.

By Kevin Rector

[See Claims,A7]

Raising hotel bed
tax is out of favor
But proposal to extend a
tax to short-term rentals
on booking sites finds
support. CALIFORNIA, B1

In recent months, the iconic ticking
stopwatchof theCBSNewsmagazine “60
Minutes” began to sound like a time
bomb.

The explosive detonated Tuesday as
theprestigiousprogram’smosthigh-pro-
file correspondent, Scott Pelley,was fired
after openly challenging the moves and
motives of the news division’s leadership
and questioning the credentials of new
“60 Minutes” executive producer Nick
Bilton.

Pelley accused CBS News Editor in
Chief Bari Weiss of “murdering” the
program and berated Bilton, a former
NewYorkTimes journalist, for lackingTV
newsexperience.

His forced exit, along with the depar-
ture of several other veterans, is raising
fears about the future of the most-
watchedTVnewsprogramthathasman-
aged to retain its vitality and importance
in the face of major changes across the

media landscape.
The turmoil inside “60 Minutes” also

comes at an inopportune time for CBS
and for Weiss, who has faced a series of
controversiessinceshewastappedbyher
boss, David Ellison, to run the network.
Weiss andEllison—the chief executive of
CBSNews parent Paramount Skydance
— have been by accused of making
changes to “60Minutes” intended to pla-
cate the Trump administration, which
theyhavedenied.

Pelley is the fourth correspondent to
depart“60Minutes”sinceWeisstookover
as editor in chief.

Weiss praised Pelley’s contribution to
the network when she discussed his ter-
minationat thenetwork’smorning edito-
rial meeting Wednesday, but cited a loss
of “trust andmutual respect” as the rea-
son formovingon.

“We cannot do our work without it,”
Weiss said.

Clock ticking for CBSNews
With new season nearing, ‘60 Minutes’ is in
turmoil and at risk of losing its loyal viewers

By StephenBattaglio

[See ‘60Minutes,’A12]


