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Forces of Change

The 2026 Macro Briefing
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July 2026: Synchronized Global Volatility

Disparate front-page crises are not isolated incidents. They are symptoms

of four converging tectonic shifts.

@% Global Fracture

An expanding web of multi-front
conflicts drawing in previously
peripheral actors.

:@R The Domestic Crucible

—
Weaponized federal policy and
high-stakes maneuvering ahead of

the U.S. midterms.

@ Systemic Stress

Severe climate extremes and toxic
infrastructure legacy pushing local
resilience to the brink.

mﬂ Market Whiplash

Violent corrections and massive
value transfers between national
technological champions.




Theaters of Conflict: An Expanding Web

Geopolitical friction points are multiplying across key strategic regions,
drawing in new actors and undermining stability.

CASPIAN SEA: LEVANT/GAZA:
Ukraine opens new front, o o 60% of Gaza cleared; clashes
Sne S D) s i

o '. | settlement expansion.

rﬁ'.

JORDAN/IRAN: \) ) CWRS 9 RED SEA/YEMEN:
U.S. pauses strikes, but @ . Emboldened Houthis resume
Iranian ballistic missile ,L clashes with Saudi Arabia,
retaliation forces Jordan into g threatening global shipping and
regional security spotlight. | Saudi economic hub plans.
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Strategic Diagnostic: Major International Crises

THEATER PRIMARY ACTORS CURRENT GLOBAL

& CATALYST STATUS ECONOMIC RISK
Caspian Sea clrdlne, KFR e Expansion of European
Intercepts Idrll,gi‘glsc&;oﬁ;lfiﬁ?al ® Escalating. war theater.

Houthis, Saudi Arabia. Threats to shipping lanes
Red Sea / Houthi opportunism » Renewed and Saudi tourism/
Yemen A iAAE U S anrar - Clashes. tourism/business

investments.

Direct United States, Iran, Jordan. A Severe oil price volatility
U.S.-Iran Direct military strikes; Paus%d 7| (Prices plunged 5% to
Hostilities [ranian missile retaliation. ' $82.61 upon pause).
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Tactical Convergence: Two Wars Collide in the Caspian

A
| _i_ Successful strikes claimed
| ' on Russian oil field,
: Ukrfl:l)lmanhlong range AI I il boat
rones breaching airspace " ; '
| | ] I :
=4 : = [ranian cargo ships.
| Naval vessels & missile .. E KEY INSIGHT: Ukraine’s long-
boats transporting . : range campaign is forcing a
lethal drones . | direct confrontation with Tehran,
' ' linking the European and
ORIGIN: IRAN Middle Eastern theaters.

CASPIAN SEA




Midterm Maneuvering: The Domestic Policy Matrix

I Economic Strategy (Resource Denial)

-

ACTION:

~

(

MOTIVE:
Court filings admit

Withholding $7.6B in TARGET: ol S~
clean energy funding [—> Blue States i ] dentity
(e.g., ARCHES hydrogen (California, 15 others) ftﬁ : t y
hub, LADWP) e S dEn
: ‘ economic viability.
. J . \ J/
E Electoral Strategy (Access Restriction)
Y ' Y y ™
ACTION: STATUS: NEXT MOVE:
Executive order > Blocked by appeals »| Emergency appeal to
curbing mail-in court for sowing the Supreme Court to
ballots. confusion. force implementation.
. v \ . >

November
Midterms
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The Central Bank Dilemma: Weighing the Unknowns

PamE=

COOLING THE
/ ECONOMY

U.S. employer hiring fell in June.
Dual mandate points toward cutting
rates to stimulate the job market.

O

Fed Chair Kevin Warsh

[

Il

[

-

1
ARPTYY

INFLATIONARY
/ PRESSURE

Renewed U.S.-Iran hostilities
threaten major oil shocks.
Mandate points toward holding/
raising rates to tame inflation.

THE CHAIR’S STANCE: Warsh is responding to uncertainty with extreme silence—initiating outside
expert panels while facing internal friction from rate-setters demanding a “good family fight.”
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Municipalities on the Brink: Global Resource Stress

Water Scarcity (Maxed Out)
LOCATION: Kearny, Arizona. Reservoirs

effectively empty; town relies entirely
on unused senior water rights. Imminent
federal Colorado River cuts threaten
desert town survival.

?:

LOCATION: Bordeaux, France. Thousands
evacuated to exhibition centers as

capricious, fast-moving wildfires breach
city limits.

‘Ocean Temperatures (Anomalous)

LOCATION: Los Angeles, CA. Unusually
sticky, monsoonal summer fueled by
75.7°F ocean waters off Scripps Pier
(normally 68°F), halting nightly cooling.
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The Toxic Legacy: PFAS Remediation vs. Human Lifespan

Present Day 2025 2030 2035 2040 2042+
| | | | A

Permanent

BUREAUCRATIC REALITY: Pentagon PFAS Cleanup Timeline }  Fix Delayed

EPA & State Sampling Efforts, Ongoing Data Collection

Daily Reliance on Temporary Solutions, Adulthood Affected

HUMAN REALITY: Lifespan of an 11-Year-Old Child
11 years old today iS5 20 25 Late Zﬂsfﬂm!g_ﬁ@l

Severe institutional friction is forcing citizens to rely on daily

workarounds for basic survival long into adulthood.
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Market Divergence: The Shifting Fortunes of Tech Champions

The Rise: China’s CXMT

The Fall: Musk’s Empire

A

DATA: Market debut vaults to $484 Billion.

MILESTONE: Surpasses ICBC to become the most

valuable company listed in mainland China.

CONTEXT: The memory-chip maker operates as
China’s national champion, aggressively
challenging U.S. dominance.

DATA: SpaceX stock price cut in half from $225 IPO
peak. Tesla value drops 18% in one week.

MILESTONE: Elon Musk officially loses his “(Former)
Trillionaire” status.

CONTEXT: Investor patience for Al and robotics bets
wears thin amidst broader tech sell-offs and
geopolitical uncertainty.
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Executive Intelligence Dossier

Synthesis: The Systemic Contagion Loop
® i

1 2
Geopolitical Conflict Energy Prices
/ (U.S./Iran/Ukraine) ($82/barrel volatility) \
_ 3
U.S. Midterms Federal Reserve
(Weaponized policy battles) (Rate uncertainty)
5 Climate & 4 Market Corrections /
Infrastructure Stress (Capital flight to safe
(Draining local resilience) havens/China)

V
In 2026, there are no isolated sectors. To misunderstand

the geopolitics is to misprice the market.




